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Series Preface

These lexical and grammatical notes are meant not as a full-scale
commentary but as a clear and concise aid to the beginning student.
The editors have been told to resist their critical impulses and to say
only what will help the student read the text. Our commentaries, then,
are the beginning of the interpretive process, not the end.

We expect that the student will know the basic Attic declensions
and conjugations, basic grammar (the common functions of cases and
moods; the common types of clauses and conditions), and how to use a
dictionary. In general we have tried to avoid duplication of material
easily extractable from the lexicon, but we have included help with the
odd verb forms, and recognizing that endless page-flipping can be
counter-productive, we have provided the occasional bonus of assistance
with uncommon vocabulary. The bibliography lists a few books in
English that have proved useful as secondary reading.

Production of these commentaries has been made possible by a
generous grant from the Division of Education Programs, the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Richard Hamilton
Editor



Volume Preface

Euripides' Heracleidae was probably first produced around 430
B.C. The myth would suit the early years of the Peloponnesian War;
both the savage fury of Alcmena and the resolution of the iambic
pentameter (see Metrical Note) call to mind the Medea of 431. How the
Athenian public reacted to the portrait of their ancestral king Demophon
and to their city's mistreatment of Eurystheus as a war-captive no one
knows. But the single most troublesome problem to modern readers
has been the play's heroine Macaria. After her voluntary decision to
sacrifice herself in order to save her family and host city, she is led
away (607) and after 622-628 only referred to again in one painfully
brief, even dubious passage. A substantial lacuna after 629 has long
been posited as a solution to this problem, but several studies (see
Selected Bibliography) have attempted to deal with the problem without
the assumption of a severely mutilated text.

The Heracleidae is a rather neglected play today. But it
has such an odd combination of so many typically Euripidean features
(suffering of children, contrasts between age and youth, gentleness and
violence, heroic women, self-sacrifice, lofty rhetoric, miraculous rescue,
and conflict between public and private needs), it is a useful guide to the
poet's technique. With its jarring display of the grand, the terrible, and
the banal in the human spirit this drama deserves more attention and
study, the results of which could well reshape our understanding of
Euripides.

Z. Philip Ambrose
August 1990



Metrical Note

Greek tragedies are composed of episodes, scenes in which
characters speak; and of odes, songs sung by the chorus and
(sometimes) by the characters. Each element has its own form and
appropriate meters.

The regular meter in episodes is iambic trimeter. Each trimeter
line comprises three metrical units or "metra” of the shape where - is a
long syllable, v is a short syllable, and x is a syllable long or short.
Thus an entire trimeter line may be diagrammed:
X-v-/x-v-/x-vX

A syllable is long if it contains (a) a long vowel or a diphthong
or (b) a short vowel followed by two consonants ({, &, yw count as two
consonants). One or both consonants may belong to the beginning of
the following word; but a mute consonant (=, B, 9, x, v, %, T, 9,
0) followed by a liquid consonant (A,p, K, v) normally does not, count
as a double consonant.

A syllable is short if it contains a short vowel and is not
lengthened by the double consonant rule. The Greek vowels € and o
are always short; n and ® are always long; a, t, and v may be long
or short by nature and their natural quantities in the root of any word are
normally noted in the lexicon.

Thus we may analyze ("scan") line 1 of the Heraclidae:

v - v - v - vV -V - V-
néAon wot’ Eoti TodT Epol dedoypévov

Metrical license permits the occasional "resolution” of a long
syllable into two shorts at various places in the trimeter. Thus we may
scan line 11:

- - % - =% vV - - -V

ool 168’ avtog dedpevog catnpiog

Most tragic trimeters have word-end after either the fifth or the
seventh syllable ("caesura").

For the terminology of the more complex lyric meters see A.M.
Dale, The Lyric Metres of Greek Drama (Cambridge 1968), esp.
pp.215-217; M.W. Halporn, M. Ostwald, and T.G. Rosenmeyer, The
Meters of Greek and Latin Poetry (Indianapolis 1963) and M.L. West,
Greek Metre (Oxford 1982).
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*I6Aaoc vioc pév v *IpikAéovc, aderdidoic 8¢ ‘HpaxAéovc: év
veoTTL 8 éxelvan cucTpaTevcapevoc &v yfpar Toic €€ éxeivov
Bonboc edvovc mapécty. Tav yap maibwy €€ dmdcnc éAavvopévwy

~ € ? k] 4 » 3 \ b k] / ] -~
yic Om’ Edpucbéwc, éxwv adrodc HAfev eic *Abqvac xdxel
\ -~ ~ » \ b} 14 - ~
5 mpochuywv Toic feoic écxe TV acpdadetav Anpodavroc Tijc
méAewc kpaToivroc. Kompéwc 8¢ Tod Edpuchéwe xijpuxoc amocmav
0édovroc Tovc ixéTac éxwAucev avTév: 6 € amijAfe moAepov
b4 A 4 8 /4 0 A ~ 8\ 7’ \ k] A ’ .
ametdfcac mpocdéyechar. Anpopiv 8¢ TovTou pév WArydpe
xpncpdv 8¢ adtdn vikndopwy yembévrwv, éav Anunrpl TV
10 ebyevectaTyy maplévov chdaéne, Toic Aoylowc Papéwc écxev: ovre
yap i8iav obTe T@wv moAdr@v Twoc Buyatépa xdpw TAV ikeTdV
amokTeivar Sixaiov yeito. TV pavreiav 8¢ mpoyvoica pia Tdv
‘HpaxAéovc maidwv Maxapia Tov Odvarov éxovciwc Omécry).
TabTny pév odv evyevarc amollavoicav ériuncav, adrol 8¢ Todc
15 moAepiovc émyvévrec mapdvTac eic TV paxny dpuncav. ..

ta 7Tod &Spdparoc mpoécwma: ’'IéAaoc, Kompeic, xopéc,
Anpodav, Maxapia mapblévoc, Oepanmwv, *AAxunvy, ayyeloc,
Edpucleic. mpoloyilew 8¢ 6 *I6Aaoc.

argumentum add. Tr.!: om. L Inscriptio Edpimridov fpaxAeidov
vmébecic 7 ixérac apogr. Flor.: oix- Tr! 10 mapbévwy apogr. Par.,
Aldina Aoyiowc Wilamowitz: Adyowc Tr? 11 ixerav Stiblinus:
oix- Tr! 12 7yeiro L. Dindorf: jyeirac Tr? 14 éripmcav apogr.
Par., L. Dindorf: -cev Tr! 15 post dpuncav lac. agnouit Kirchhoff
16 Kompeic] wfipué Bothe, rectius sane 17 post dnuodav add.
’Axépac xwdov mpécwmov Scaliger [Maxapia] wapBévoc rectius
scribatur Oepamwv Stiblinus: fepdmawa Tr!

fabula circa annum 430 a.C. acta. mutilam esse uel ab homine scaenico
retractatam sunt qui credant; mihi secus persuasum est

codex unicus L; eadem atque in Cyclope apographa (P = Palatinus
gr. 287 (uu. 1-1002) et Laurentianus conv. soppr. 172 (uu. 1003-1055))
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mpoTov pév Nuac NleX’ Edpucledc xraveiv:
9 * ¥,/ \ ’ \ 1
aAX’ é€édpapev, kai moAic pév olxerar,
Yuxn 8’ écdly. debyoper 8’ aAdpevor 15
Ay an’ @aArc éfopildvrwv méAw.
mpoc Toic yap aMowc xal 768° Edpuclevc xaxoic
k4 L I ] € ~ S »/ € ’
UBpicy’ €c Ypac piwcev VPpicar
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] 14 4 L.\ » - ’y @
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oi 8’ aclevi) pév Tam’ énoiv dedopkdTec,

_ Inscriptio edpimidov ypaxeidac Tr': om. L 1" ’Iédaoc Tr': om. L
I ToiTé pot Stob‘. 3. 10. 1 4 $idowc 7. .. covalrd€as Stob. 5 avTd
Trt:ad-L -~ 7 dcuyov uel fciyan Elmsley 8 ‘HpaxAée: apogr.
Par., Porson: -xAei L 10 Ta xeivov Barnes: ra *xeivov L, réx-
Tr! 14 éféBpapev Reiske: -8papov L 16 éfopilévrwrv Diggle:
€fopilovrec L 19 6mot Elmsley olim 21 mporeivwv Canter:
mporpdv L cpxpov Wilamowitz: -av L 21-2 ¢l [/ eéxBpav

Dindorf: ¢idwv / éxbpav L 22 7e Musgrave: ye L
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26 civ detryovct Aldina: copg- L 38 Tid’...686v Stephanus:
T6vd’. . .Gpov L 39 dvoiv Trt: dveiv (L) 8’ écrpariynrac L. J. D.
Richardson (Hermathena g1 [19358] 70) 40 xadyaivwv Tr?: yadx- L
46 Inroic’ Barnes: -cwv L omot Elmsley olim 52 {c’) Barnes

53 8c Elmsley
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Par., Aldina: pevei L 64 ¥’ &’ Reisig 65 oix axpoc Herwerden:
of. A. Ag. 1130, S. EL 1499 67 amepp’ Cobet: dmaip’ L 72 druiav
England: -{a L: uide Dionysiaca 171-2 75-6 choro trib. apogr. Flor.,

Lachmann: Iolao L 75 yépovr’ duarov Wesseling, Hemsterhuys (cl.
Hesych. 4 3413): yépovra pélov L 77 lac. ante h.u. indic. Murray,
post h.u. Seidler mropa Tr': nrépa L7 miTveic pracmonente

Heath Elmsley: m#veic L
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105 7icde Elmsley 108 mpocrpomrdv Canter: mpoc 76 mav L
109 8¢ y’] & Stob. 4. 16. 12 post 110 lac. quinque uu. pracmonente
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Tr®: om. L 116" Ko. apogr. Par., Aldina: om. L aywv Fritzsche:
ayov L dpa Tr?: @pa L 117 xai ante pdAwcr’ L, postea erasum
125 iAewc Tr': iAaoc (L)
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Commentary

Abbreviations:

S H.W. Smyth, Greek Grammar, revised by G. Messing
(Cambridge, Mass., 1956)

GP J.D. Denniston, The Greek Particles 2 (Oxford, 1954)

sc. "supply"
< "is from"
L The principal manuscript (in the Laurentian Library)

The text is that of J. Diggle, Euripidis Fabulae Vol.l (Oxford 1984).
Note the use of lunate sigma and iota adscript throughout.

HYPOTHESIS (Plot Summary)

1 aded@idodc: contracted nom. < &deA@idéoc, "brother's
son, nephew."
év vedtnTi: with the participle; év yfpa with the main
verb, mopéctn.

2 toic €€ éxeivov: i.e., to H's children.

4 xaxer = kol éxel (crasis, S 62-69).
5 Ecyqe < Eqo.
6 xpatodvroc < xpatéw, "rule over," + gen.

anocondv: "drag off" (inf.).

7 éxdAvcev: subject Demophon.
ndéAepov...xpocdéyecOar: "having threatened (him) to
expect war."

8 oAvydpel < dAryopén, "take lightly/disregard,” + gen.
9 yevnOéviov < ylyvopar.

10  Aoylow: "oracles" (see on 405).
Bapéwec Ecyev: €xwo + adv. = "be x."

11  i8iav: "his own (daughter)."
xG&puv: "for the sake of," + gen.

12 mpoyvodca < mpoyiyvockm, "perceive/learn of
beforehand."
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14

15
16

TEXT

—_

Z. Philip Ambrose

géxovcioc: "willingly,"
gtipncav: Since there is no scene of Makaria's posthumous
honors, many have assumed there is a substantial lacuna in the
text (see Volume Preface).

émiyvévrec < émvylyvopon, "learn afterwards."

npdcona: "faces," i.e., characters.

PROLOGUE (1-71): Iolaus and Heracles’ children are suppliants at

the temple of Zeus in Marathon (the boys outside, the girls,
with Alcmene, inside) in flight from Eurystheus, King of
Argos. A chorus of Athenian elders interrupts an Argive
herald who has come in pursuit of the children.

mot’ = wote, makes adv. indefinite; short vowels can be
elided, so tobt’ = tov7o etc.
dedoypévov < Soxén.

6 uév...0 8é: "one...another."
tolc mélac: "to those near."

"weon,

néouk(e): "is"; < po.
avewpévov: "given over to"; < Gvinut.

axpnectoc: sc. né@uk(e).
covaldaccewv Bapoc: "difficult to deal with."

Abdyor: "hearsay."

aidol < aiddc, "shamefastness/modesty/ respect”; dat. of
cause (S 1517) parallel to 10 . . . céBov.

£ESv: "although it was possible"; acc. absolute, confined to a
few impersonal verbs (S 2076 A).

petéeyov = petéyw, "have a share of x (gen.) along with y
(dat.)."
elc: "one," i.e., "alone" (S 1088).

@ s 1% (%
OT = OTE, NCVEr OTl.
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20
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23

Euripides’ Heraclidae

xeivov = éxeivov.
168(e): "these (children) here."

annAAdyOn: "departed,” aor. pass. of dnaAAdccw,
"release, set free."
adTdv: with matfp.

kTavelv < xreivo.
eEEdpapev: "we escaped,” aor. < éxdidpdckam.
alopevor < dAdopa, "wander."

GAANV dr’ &AAnc: with néAwv, "from another to another
city", i.e., "from one city to another city"; &AAnv is terminal
accusative, without a prep. (S 1588).

é€opi{évtov: gen. absol., "with them banishing (us)," <
é€opile (Diggle's emendation). Perhaps éEopicBévrec,
"having been banished," is more likely.

npdc + dat. = "in addition to."

nov0avoi1B’ = muvBdvorto, opt. in an indefinite past
general condition since the present ("historical") tenses here are
for past.

yfic: with 8mov, part. gen. "where(ever) in the world" (S
1439).

18pvpévovc: sc. hudc; participle after verb of perception (S
2111).

Kkfpvkac: obj. of népnwv.
ka&eipyer = kol é€eipyer (crasis).

npotelvav . . . @pa: "claiming (that it is) no small
thing to make (0écBou) the city of Argos friendly and (i.e., or)
hostile. . . and likewise himself while/since he is prospering.”

xa0tdv edtugodVl’ = kol Eavtdv edTLYODVTAL

ol 8(e) = the local authorities.
tan’ épod = 1 éni éuod (crasis and elision),
affairs/situation."”

"

my
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32

33

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

Z. Philip Ambrose

mtopévovc = ttdopar, "be in want, be bereft of,” +
gen. In 31 = "be banished."

npaccovct: "faring," as often. Dat. pl. like gedyovct.

MapaBdva: terminal acc. (see on 16).

coyxAnpov: "with adjoining portions, neighboring," adj.
with x86va. The Spartans spared Marathon until the year 427
because of its association with their hero Heracles.

ixéran . . . ga':;uot: "suppliants at the altar."
xaBelépecOa: -pecBo for -pebo, frequent in verse for
metrical reasons.

mpoco@eAfjoat: with ikéton, "(beseeching someone) to
aid (us)."

xatoikelv: inf. in indir. statement with Adyoc (écti).
Iavdiovoc: father of Theseus' father Aegeus.

tolcd(e): Theseus' maternal grandfather Pittheus was a son
of Pelops and ancestor of the cousins Heracles and Eurystheus.

Cf. 207-13.

T1vd’...086v: internal acc. with deicdpecOo, "travel this
way."

Svolv yepévrtoiv: (dual) dat. of agent, in poetry not
restricted to pf. and plupf. pass.

xkalyaivov < xalyoive, "make purple” and, by
extension, "ponder deeply, worry."

10 0fAv moddc...yévoc: "the female offspring of (her)
child."

gcoBe: "within," + gen.
vrnyxoAicpévn: pf. mid. part. < vraykaAife, "hold in
one's arms."

aidobpeba: here "we consider it improper that," + inf.
with acc. subject.
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46
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50
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52

53

55

56
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59

Euripides’ Heraclidae

xamiBoproctatelv < émPoploctatém, "stand at the
altar.”

olct mpecBeder yévoc: "for whom birth is oldest,” i.e.,
"who are older."

oixiobpeba: fut. of oikilopon.

v = édv.

anedbdpecla < dnwbéw, "drive away, repel,” + gen. of
separation.

npdc Plov: "with violence, violently."

nénAwv: gen. after a verb of touching (S 1345).

ob: with %mo. Prepositions so accented follow their case
(anastrophe, S 175).

GAfiTat < dAnne, "wanderer."

® picoc: "O hate(d wretch)!"

ei0(e) + opt. = wish (S 1815).

<c¢'>: Angle brackets enclose material the editor wishes to
add.

®c: "since"; with Hyyethoc (S 3000).

To01Tod = 100 adTod.

KHPYE: the herald of Eurystheus, called Copreus (< kémpoc
"dung, dirt") in 1. 16. 639-649.

i mov: "I suppose,”" sarcastic (S 2865).
kaBficar...xaAfv: "that (you) sit this seat (of
supplication which is) good," i.e., "that your supplication is
successful."

aeiyBai: pf. inf. <deicvéopour.

£ctwv: so accented at the beginning of a sentence.
népo1f(e) aipfcetar: "choose before, prefer.”

ydper: imperative, as accent indicates.
tadt(a): adverbial internal acc., "in this way."

od: "where."
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65

67

68

69
70
72

Z. Philip Ambrose

Aedcipoc . . . &ixm: "a stony judgment," i.e., "death by
stoning."

BeBrixapev < Baivo.

BodAnt < Bodropo.
’ 2, : " "
nmovov . . . xept: i.e., "make me resort to force.

dp(c) + past time = "after all," of a fact just realized.
tade: acc. of respect, " in this."

oVK . . . TOTE = OVTOTE.

» . n : "
oanepp(e): "go away, move aside.
x&v = xoi éGv.

vopifwv...EdpvcBémc: "considering them Eurystheus',
whose indeed they are."

Sapév: "long."
Aiéc: gen. < Zedc.

Sverdoc...atipiav: acc. apposition to the main sentence
(S 991).

PARODOS (75-110): The entry of the chorus, here a dialogue

between the chorus of elders on the one hand (in iambic
trimeters and a combination of dochmiacs and iambs) and
Iolaus and the herald on the other (in iambic trimeters). The
usual form of the dochmiac is v - - « - with frequent
resolution of - into v v (esp.v v v -+ - ) Thus 75-6 is
scanned:

18ete 1OV Yépovt’ dpodov éni médmu

yOpevov: & TédAoc

The strophe from 75-94 should correspond metrically
with the antistrophe (beginning at 95), hence the gaps assumed
after 76 and 110. The lyric portions of tragedy conventionally
contained several Doric forms, especially o for n and gen. pl.
in -av, here only in the iambic-dochmiac sequences (82-83,
91, 104, 108).
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£a: not a verb, but an expression of surprise and wonder.
apaddv: "feeble, weak."

xdpevov: epic 2nd aor. pass. of xéw, "pour." The herald
may have pushed Iolaus to the ground.

npdc Tod = tivoc, "by whom/at whose hand?"

Znvéc: alt. gen. of Zevc.
npoPopimv: the area around ("before") the altar.

tetpantolv Edvoikov...Adov: comprising Marathon,
Oenoe, Probalinthus, and Tricorythus. This confederacy was
one of the twelve units into which the early king Cecrops
divided Attica. Note Ebv-, a metrically convenient alternative
for cov.

népabev: "from beyond,” i.., "from oversees."
L3 ’ ’ " " o " . ”n
dAior mAdtal "by means of a sea oar," i.e., "ship.

xatéyer(e): intrans. "stop/come to shore."

ob vncidtnv...tpife Biov: "I don't spend...an islander's
life."

aoiypeba < doicvedpon.
Aedc: Attic nom. = Aadc.

{cte < olda.
mov: unaccented particle, "perhaps/I suppose.”

dxfpuxtov: "unheralded,” i.e., "unknown."

10D = tivoc; made indefinite by mote, "of whom in the
world/ of whomsoever?"

céBev = cod. -Oev is an old gen. ending.
Adyov: gen. with toxelv, "meet with."

peAdpevor: here = BovAdpevor.
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Z. Philip Ambrose

anocnacOévteg: See on Hypothesis 6.
KxpatoDVTEC: + gen.

eixdc: sc. éotu.
Eéve: Iolaus.

Bracimt: here a two ending adjective.

#dn < 10 #doc, "seat, altar."
cop(e): "they," acc. subject.

1ad(e) od meicetar: either < meibopar, "will not be
worn over/will not yield on this" (t&8¢, internal acc., S
1574), or < nécyw, "will not suffer/endure/allow this."

&Beov: sc. ctu.
pedeivar: aor. inf. < pebinui, "neglect.”

8¢ y(e): "yes, but..."

togdvra: modifies the understood acc. subject (tiva or cg)
of &ew. For the assumed lacuna see on 75-110.

obkovuv...xpfiv: an excited question, "were it not necessary?"
Murray's obkodv seems preferable, "therefore it were
necessary."

npéc todrov: "up to him."

aydv = o &ydv.

&pa: confirmatory, "then" < 7 + &pox (S 2800).
eipntar: used as the perfect of Aéyo.

68(e) abdtdée: announcing an entrance, "this man himself"
(Demophon, cf. 115).

Enter Akamas and Demophon.
éxfxoou: predicative, "(to be) hearers/auditors."

FIRST EPISODE (120-352): Demophon, King of Athens, rejects

120

the herald.

£9Onc...pondpopficac: "you were first in having run to
help." The chorus is frequently addressed in the singular.
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'I6Aemc: Attic nom. (see on 87).

<i{: "why?"

loypdv: “cries of pain," gen. with verb of need/lack
(8éopair).

k@coniev = xai Econhev < cedAAo, "trip, make
stumble."

pfv: here adversative ("yet") rather than intensive ("indeed/to
be sure").

poBuév: here "flow/style."

péAAewv: "hesitate," as often.

aoiat: 2nd. sing. perfect.

¢9’ olcu: "for what purpose,” neuter.

&Eovra: fut. part., expressing purpose.

Sixair(e): "just (things)."
apaprfit: "at the same time."

éx 1fic: sc. yfic.
Spanétoc: "runaways."

advtol ko’ abrdv: "ourselves by ourselves."
x&ALOV = kol dAAav.
npocBécBar: "to add to himself."

écxeppévor: "having observed," pf. part. < ckéntopon.
&c +acc: here "concerning, regarding.”

xivduvov...pintovtec: "tossing/hazarding the risk."
elre...yeviicetar: Diggle posits a lacuna containing the
subject of yevfceta, e.g., "foolishness.” Without the lacuna
simply "whether it (the danger) will come to pass or not."

PPEVTPN < GpevApNC.
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151

152

153

154
155
156
158
159

160

161

162

163
165
166

167

168

Z. Philip Ambrose
tocadvtnc . . . 'EAA&doc: "of Greece so great,” i.e., "of
all of Greece," with pévov.

xatoiktielv: fut. < xoarowrtilw, "pity," depends on
éAnilovar (150).

oép(e): often introduces an imperative, here avt18éc,
"come, compare.”

mopeic: aor. part. < mopinu, "let pass.”

xepdaveic: fut. < xepdaive, "gain, profit."

to1@d’: "such as follow"; -8¢ often looks forward.

xelpa: ie., "band, army."

fiv = &av.

nenavOfiic: aor. pass. subjunct. < memaive "ripen,

soften, mellow."
éc maAnv...0opdc: "for a contest of the spear,” i.e., "for

"

war.

pfi: with 86Enwc, "do not expect."
pebncopev < pebinu, "let go, release.”

aydvoc atep goAvPdikod: "without contest of steel."

nola medi(a): "what sort of territory?" retained acc. (S
1747), with doopedeic < doopéw, "deprive, rob of."

puciacBeic < puaialo, "seize by force."

mecdvrac: aor. < ninTo.

KTfent < xtdopa, "gain, incur."

topfov: in apposition to yépovtoc, "an old-man, a tomb."
©d undév: indeclinable and complementing Svtoc, "being
nothing."

@c einelv #moc: "so to speak” or "in a word."

éuPfcni: 2nd sing. fut. mid. < éuBaive, "mount on/set
on."



11

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178
180
183

184
185
186

Euripides' Heraclidae

épelc...pbévov: "you will only say/claim at best (in
response) that you will find hope." Diggle suggests emending
to £€€eiwc and positing a lacuna, "you will have only
hope/expectation (of finding the children as allies)."

todro0...6vdeéc: "this (expectation is) lacking by much of
present (reality).”

o13(e): the sons of Heracles.

péygoive(o): + dat.

nBncaviec < HBdw, "be in the prime of youth," ie.,
"having come of age."

<ti>: "somehow/someway/at all"; supplied for the meter.

\ImleV acc. of respect "in (your) heart."
%oV pécor = xoi 6 év pécar.

SiepyacOeit(e): aor. opt. passive < drepydlopar, "work
thoroughly, kill."
700D < meibopou, "obey."

Tép’ = 1o éud, "my property"; for accent see S 174.
tdv < édao.

ktficaor Mwvxfvec: aor. imperat. < xtdopot, "get,
acquire."

w ~ . . . ra ~

Omep...0pdv: anticipating ndBnuc...tod10.

toY7o: explained by the following inf. phrase.
napdv: acc. absolute, "it being possible,” + inf.

&éAécBor: 2nd aor. inf. < aipéopanr, "choose.”
apgoiv: dual gen. with mop(cr).

andcer < anwdén, + acc.
aAroBev: "from elsewhere," i.e., "elsewhere."

év pécor: ie., "in common."
YApyovc: gen. with pétectt, "is a share of x."
v

Soxficav: aor. n. part. < doxéw; acc. absolute, "it having
been decreed.”
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188
190

191

192
195

199
200

201
202
204

207
209
211
212
213

214

215

Z. Philip Ambrose

axfAacav: aor. < dredadve, "drive away/ expel from."
Sixa1090’ = Sucaodto < Sikandw, "judge, condemn,” +
inf.

t@pyoc = 10 “Apyoc.

obxovv...y(e): "certainly not...at any rate!" (see on 111 and
S 2953).

eEeAdcr: fut. < éEedadve, sc. ol "Abnvaior.

oyxdv < dyxdw, "puff up, exalt."
oldnep: adv. acc., "just as."

Afipo: "courage/spirit/high temper."

BeAfcovc(r): i.e., "will prefer.”

<mdpoc>: with tod {fv (articular inf.), "in preference to
life."

vopileton: "is recognized/adopted/esteemed/ practised.”
néAet...&pxel: "(this praise) is enough for the city."
xad1toc = kol adtde, "even/also (I) myself."

BapuvvBeic < Bapdve, "burden/torment,” supplementary
participle with oid(c) (S 2106), "I know (myself) wearied.”
céBev: See on 94.

waAiwv...&verpt: "I in turn (shall) go over."
adtaveyiov: "first cousins.”

x® = xai 6 (S 62-69, esp. 68¢.)

yévouvc ®de: "thus of race,” i.e., "related.”

&: "(that) which..."
10D z:pocfxovroc: “"the belonging,” i.e., "kinship."

telcat: aor. inf. < tive, "repay.”
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216

217

218

220

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

231

232

Euripides’ Heraclidae

copmAovc: nom. sing., "sailing companion." Nom. in
spite of inf. construction because = subject.
dnacxilov: "serving as shield-bearer.”

péta: (note accent) with moAvktévov wotiipa, "after/in
search of the much slaying girdle," i.e., "the girdle which
caused much slaying," referring to the girdle of Hippolyte, the
Amazon queen.

éEavnyayev: subject Heracles, hence the lacuna after 217
in which mention would have been made of Antiope, the
daughter of Hippolyte, given by Heracles to Theseus for his
help in the quest for the girdle.

®v avtidodvai: "to offer in exchange for these (lit.,
"which") things."

éxnecelv ygBovéc: "to fall out of the land," i.e., "be
banished" (cf. 515 and 776).

xopic: "separately."
év méAer t(e): "and in the city," i.e., "publicly, t0o."

ixéroc, aAfrac, cvyyevelc: asyndeton, "suppliants,
wanderers, kinsmen"; subj. of inf. (¥AxecBoun, passive <
£\ko, "drag"), explaining t68¢ 223.

oipol xaxdv: "alas for the evil," gen. of cause (S 1407).
BAéyov: aor. imperative.

xatoctépov ygepoiv: "garlanding (you) with my hands
(dual),” i.e., "embracing your knees." See Diggle.

npdc yeveiov: "by (your) chin/beard,” conventional in
supplication.

AaBelv: epexegetic (explanatory) infinitive, "so that
(someone) take ..."

TEAA = t& EAAc.
xpeicco = nom. neut. pl.

copgopdc: gen. with verb of hearing.
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233

237
238
239
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tfic TOymc: gen. of comparison with verb of surpassing (S
1402).

napdcacbar < noapwbéw, "push aside, reject.”
¢’ od: "near whom," i.e., "relying upon whom."

veoccdv maviyopiv: "gathering of new-borns/chicks."

240f & cvyyevéc...xdpiv: "(the second reason is) kinship and

242
243
245
246

247

250

251

253

256
257

258

the privileged debt (articular infinitive < npoogeilw) that these
do well at our hands (as) an ancestral favor."

obmep: gen. with gpovrican, a verb of caring for (S 1356).
nrapfco < mapinut, "permit/allow.”
Soxfcm: "seem."

148(e) ayxévne méAoc: “"these actions (are) near
hanging," i.e., "this would deserve hanging."

doelec + inf. = an impossible wish, "you ought to have,"
"would that you had."

“Apyoc: "terminal" acc. (see on 16).
t(€)...t(e): "both...and."

npdc toicde: "in addition to these things."
tyxadel < éyxaléo, "bring a charge" of something (acc.)
against someone (dat.).

ovk fiv = ovx édv, "not (even) if?"
pedd: aor. subjunct. < pebinuy, "allow," + dat.

éiéptCe: "banish (them)."
kT’ = koi eita, "and then."

nmépuxoc: "are," as often.

10D Oeod...ppovdv: "thinking more than the god, " i.e.,
"being presumptuous toward the god" or "(trying) to outsmart
the god."
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259 toilc xaxoic: dat. of agent with verbal adj. gevxtéov (S
1488), "it must be fled by the wicked, the wicked must flee."

260 pdpa: "defense.”

263 vy(e): in stichomythia often, "yes."
1iv: so punctuated requires an ellipse, "(as you will not do) if
..." Pearson has no comma: "yes, if you are wise enough not
to injure the Argives."

2

BAdxntecOd’: "The imperative expresses an assumption”
(Pearson).

266 upebfcopar: See on 256.

268 &p(a) = &po "then," (S 2800).
dmew: elpu is used as the future of £pyopon in Attic.

269 elcopaur: fut. < oida.

270 xAciov @p(e) &yni: "then you'll touch (< Gntopon +
gen.) ...and weep."
odkx eilc &vaPolrdc: "not towards delays," i.e.,
"immediately."

271 Oeveiv: 2nd aor. < Oeive "strike/hit."

273  Biynic < Oiyydvo, "touch," + gen.

275 “Apeoc: gen. < "Apnc with aiypnv, "spear of Ares," i.e.,
Ilarmy.ll

278 'AAx&Bov: Alcathous, son of Pelops and Hippodameia, was
king of Megara, bordering on Attica.

279 xopadoxkdv: "watching eagerly."

281 o@utoic: "plants."

284 o@Beipov: pass. imperative, "be ruined/go to ruin."
287 bmfikov: "subservient/obedient to," + gen.

288-96 Anapestic dimeter (except for 289, which is monometer):
two basically anapestic ( v v -) units or metra. It can be
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295
296

Z. Philip Ambrose

diagrammed:v v - v v - //v v = v « -, where // marks the
coincidence of word-end and end of the metron ("diaeresis™).
There is a free substitution of - for v+ and of v v for -, but
v v v isavoided. The final anapest often lacks its final long
("catalectic"). Thus we may scan v.288:

—_——vve=flvve=vw -

dpa: "(it is) the season/hour/time," + inf.
neldcal < neddlo, "draw near to."

éx1 tolcu: "on the basis of these things," i.e., "in view of
what has just happened.”

nopyodv < Topydw, "build towers, exaggerate.”
tdv yivyvopévev: gen. of comparison.

viv = aOtdv, as often in tragedy.
wapd pikpdv: "by a little,” i.e., "almost."

Siaxvaicar: "wear away, crush."

299-301 bracketed because it seems to depart from the point of 297-

300
302
304
305

306
310

311

314

316

298.

éxowvdvncev < xownvéw, "have dealings with," + dat.
noyéver’ = q edyévea.

todeyatov = 10 Ecyartov.

tocfid(e)...yfic: "of this so great inhabited Greek land,"
i.e., "of all of Greece."

nmpovcTncav < mpoictnu, "stand over, protect,” + gen.
oavijL "appear,” aor. pass. < aiva.

Tipdec matpdc: i.e., "patrimony.” Elmsley posited a
lacuna to give it its own verb.

pot: with imperative = "please” (S 1486).

MMeAacyixdv: The Pelasgians were considered the
aborigines of Greece, here specifically the Argives.



17

317

318
319
321

322

323
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349
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Aedv: See on 87.

annAAé&Eavro < dnalddccw, "release/remove x (acc.)
from y (gen.)."

noAepiove Exewv: inf. of intended result (S 2010), "so as
to have (them) as (their own) enemies."

aAntoac: Here probably an adj., but see on 224.

Suspected as being an unnecessary expansion of Spag.

Oncéoc: gen. with télac.
® 1av: "O friend."

VynAdv: predicative.

apd: fut. < aipo, "raise/ exalt/ extol."

evoepavd: fut. < edopaive, "gladden.”

£3éEw: aor. < Séyopar; sc. budc.

yeydce < yiyvopan, supplementary part. with Toyydverc.
fiveyxe < ¢épo.

coi: dat. of agent.

pvnpovedcerar: fut. mid., with pass. sense.
moAAAt...xepi: ie., "with a large army."

AdOnL < AavOdve, + supplementary part.

YApyeu: dat. of place.

ipev: See on 268.
oikovc: i.e., to the homes of the Athenians.

xpodpecOa: "use, employ,” + dat.
'Apyeiov: "(than those) of the Argives."

tdv pév: the Argives; with mpoctdrer.

FIRST STASIMON (353-380) The meter is acolo-choriambic, based

upon choriambic (- v v -) and glyconic (X X - v v - v - )
patterns: choriambic dimeter (- v v - - v v - ) [353 = 362],
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354
355
357

361
362
365
366
371
374
376
377
379

380

Z. Philip Ambrose

aristophanean (- - v - v --) [354 = 363, 361 = 370, 380],
pherecratean (x x - v v - -) [355 = 364, 373], glyconic (357 -
360 = 366 - 369, 371 - 372, 374 - 375, 378 - 379), telesillean
(X ~ v v = v ) [377]; anapestic dimeter and bacchiac (v v - v v -
vv=vu=-v--)[356 = 365], choriambic enoplian (X - v v - v
--) [ 376, itéa disyllabic].

cod: with péhovtar (S 1356).
Eeiv(e) = Eéve, pejorative.

wAno...ein: "may it not yet be thus for Athens," i.e., "may
the Athenians never fear you."

6 CBevédov: "the (son) of Sthenelos,” Eurystheus.
nrdAtv: terminal acc. (see on 250).

dvtopévove: "entreat," + gen.

ei€ac < ek, "yield."

eipfiva = elpfivn. So tév = v in 379.

& Soxelc: dir. obj. of xvpriceic.

xatayodkoc: adj. of two endings, with itéa, "shield."
épactd: vocative < épactic, "lover."

yopitov: gen. with ed &yovcav (S 1441), "holding well of
the graces," i.e., "full of grace."

avécyov: aor. imperative, < &véyopor, here "hold
up/cease.”

SECOND EPISODE (381-607): Demophon reports that the oracles

381

demand a well-born maiden be sacrificed to Persephone for the
rescue of Athens. Macaria enters from the temple in response
to Iolaus’ cries and volunteers to be the sacrificial victim.
After countering the objections and alternative proposals of
Iolaus, she departs.

<i: "why?"
covvoiav: "anxiety."
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péAdovciv: See on 132,

oV...pf}: with aor. subjunct. to denote emphatic denial (S
1804).

elow: See on 268.
cap(d): "surely."

vrepopdvov < Lnépepwv, "haughty.”

viv: pl, "them."
YPEDV: SC. ECTL.

onc(y): "claims."

tofixe < éopinuL.

Aenaiav é@pdnv: "craggy edge of a hill."

8éxmcwv: "(as) an opinion," in appostion to T68(e).

nmoiat < moloc, "by what sort of means,” or "by what
(path/road),” (S 1027b).

ctpaténedov ta vdv dopdc: "the army of spear(men)
presently."

&v Gcopadel: "in the safe (part)"; < dcoalic.

dpap(e): "are fit/joined together"; intrans. pf. <
Gpopioko.

néAic: sc. éoti.
fnrowpacpéva: pass. < etowpdlo, "get ready.”

Qedv: part. gen. with oic.
Ovnroleitar: “is filled with sacrifices."
aAicac < alilw, "gather together."

BéPnAa: "profane/public."
kexpoppéva < xpOinto, "hide."
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[Aéyra...cotiipra]: deleted as explanatory gloss because
Abéyrwa "oracles” is not found elsewhere in tragic or high

poetry. See Diggle.
tdv...&AAov: "of the other (i.e., various, prophecies)."

yv®po: "judgment, opinion."
TadTovV = 10 adTdv.

cpagat < codlo, "sacrifice."
xépni: "daughter," i.e., Persephone.

fitic: The antecedent is népBevov.

tporaia...cotnpiav: Diggle transposes to after 409
because the routing of the enemy and salvation of the city are
not, as Demophon knows and will explain, to be accomplished
by the standard pre-battle sacrifices, but rather only by the
sacrifice of a maiden (408-409). For the acc. in apposition,
see on 72. Transposition is unnecessary if the intent of the
priests is to save the city no matter what the oracles have
declared.

xtevd: fut. < xteivo, "kill."

axov0’ = dxovta, < dxawv, "unwilling."

noxvoc: "frequent”; L has mikpdc, "bitter."

A: 1st sing. imperfect.

oikeloc...téAepoc: "home/civil war."

SiaBAnOfcopar: fut. pass., < Srafdiio.

dete = dc.

nelcopatl < mdcyo.

&AA () A: introd. a question as an objection (S 2654), "but
really?"

npdBopov: adj. of two endings, mod. méArv.

£ovypev: syncopated form of éoikopev, < £owxa, "seem/be
like/resemble,” + dat.
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éc xelpa: "into the hand,” i.e., "within (their) grasp."
coviigav < cvovénte, "grasp, have a grip on."

xepcéBev: probably an etymological pun with yeipa, "from
the mainland.” See Ambrose.

NA&Bncav < éAadvo.

cecopévor < canlo.

coyyvectd: "understandable, pardonable.”

xai: "even."
tav0ad(e) = 1o évO&de, "these (events) here."

i gpfcopar: "how I shall deal with you (your situation)";
indir. quest. after £xo ("know").

&ctentoc: "uncrowned," i.e., with garlands in supplication.

6Aodped(a): fut. < SAAvpt.
éxd00ncépecOa < éxdidwpt, "hand over, surrender."

709...iov: See on 224.

copnpagov: aor. imperat. with oicO(a) &, "do (this) with
me," (S 1842a).

cobftm: 3rd p., imperative < cdr1lw.

ov...8¢e1: sc. pe.
{to: "let it (my life) go."

edxtdv: "(it is) prayed for," < edyopat.

noAAfic...0ixnc: gen. with Toyor.

aidodc: "sense of shame, mercy," i.e., of the wise man
toward his enemy.

énoitid: pres. imperat., < émaTidopat.

elmac: 1st aor. < Aéyo.

ti...tAéov: "what (is) the advantage?"
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Sewév: pred. nom.

Adpunc: "mistreatment” (of Heracles by Eurystheus).
ITAPBENOC: L has "Macaria."

npocBiite < mpoctiBnpr, "attribute, impute."

k@AAictov: sc. éctu.

taxfeica < tdcca. ‘

npecPfedewv: "be the eldest,” i.e., "have first place over," +
gen.

pf (E)ni: "whether/if over and above."

npockeipevov < mpockeipot, "be added to."

gx® + inf. = "be able."

486-7 "But having seemed to us to have proceeded well, the course

498

499
503
506

507
508
510

512

of things has changed back again to hopeless.” peBéctnx(e)
is intrans. pf. < peBictnut, "change."

xayxdpecOa = xai éxdpe(c)0a, "and we are held/
constrained," + inf.

RERNPAYKOTEC < Tpliccw.

a&o0l < d&ldw, "deem (it) worthy to/consent to," + inf.
nwapdv: "it being possible” (see on 7).

COE = oOTOVC.

pn Oaveiv: "dying," redundant pf after verbs of negative
meaning (S 2740).

& neut. pl., "(these) things (are) deserving of."

Saipdvwv: "the gods,” obj. gen. with ixétoc, cf. 955.

xaxovc: "base/cowardly.”
opacBor: "to be seen, considered.”

aAodene: aor. < dhicxopan, "be captured/conquered.”
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&tpa: acc. pl., obj. of taBodcav.
xBovéc: See on 222.

tdvde: the other children.

tfj1de: "in this way."

avotiav: adj., sc. éué, subject of Tuyelv.
x@v = kol &v.

©&d(e): i.e., survival without virtue.
(8)micnpoc: "distinguished/prominent.”

NyeicO(e) < nyéopor "lead."
xatlavelv = xatabavelv < xartabviicko.

xatdpyecO(e): "prepare for sacrifice”; dubious because it
violates Porson's Law, that "the rhythm - - / - « -, where the

syllables - - belong to one word and the syllables - « to one

word or word-group, is avoided at the end of the trimeter"
(West). Yet West cites Ajax 1101, Philoctetes 22 as parallels.

mapa: so accented = ndipecty, "is present/ready.”
¢EayyéAlopar: "promise."

ndpoc: "before," + gen.

todtwv: gen. of comparison.

éxeivov: Heracles.

tfic...opevdc: material gen., "in your godlike

mind/thought.”

fiv: "how/by what means?"
vévoit(o): impersonal.

x&10’ = xoi elra.
Aayodco: "the one who has drawn the lot," < Aayydveo.

evOéyecOe: "permit.”

tolcd(e): "for these," the other Heraclids.
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70D mpiv: "the one before."

Omepoéperc: here transitive, "surpass x (acc.) by means of y
(dat.)."

txehedeict: daggers probably unnecessary. As Pearson
explains, "although the verb appears to contradict 456, Iolaus'
reluctance to interfere constitutes a command or advice that she
act without being influenced by him."

petocyelv < petéyo, "share," + gen.
O&vw: hortatory aor. subjunct. (S 1797).

cpayfic...8ewvdv: "to the horror of sacrifice." The
transposition of 562-63 after 559 is not necessary, but it does
put the request that Iolaus cover her body, in 561, immediately
before Iolaus' refusal to be present at the sacrifice.

eimep: "if, as is the fact/ since."

g€mov < Enopan, "follow."

xpOyov: See on 225.

xpfile: "desire"; here "take care" or "be willing."
xocpeicBar < xocpéw, "adorn, lay out," here, for burial.

TAnpovectdtnv < tAfpev, "courageous.”

didacke...capodc: sc. elvar.
pot: See on 314,

apxécovct: "they (will) do enough/be sufficient," i.e., "that
will suffice.”

melpd: imperat., < melpdopar, "try."
cdecat: sc. avroic.

1e0pdppeda < 1péow, "nourish/rear.”
ebdaipovoite: Independent optative without &v expresses

a wish.
174 . ’
Ocwv: gen. with coaAncetat.
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e = f

k&v = xoi édv.

B&yat < Odntw. If she is asking to be buried in Argos,
i.e., for her remains to be translated to Argos, the alleged
lacuna after 629 (see Volume Preface) cannot have contained a
burial scene.

xG&AAwcta: adverbial, "(it is just that I be buried) in the
finest way."

yévovuc: gen. with mpovBavov, "died for."
xkeipnAla: "treasures.”

el T "if (there is) something."
péyictov: adv. acc.

1O < olda.

®oAV: "by much,” with Typiewtdn.
alopor: deponent, "I fear."
xatfipktal: See on 529,

olxépecBa: "we are lost."

xdc Edpav = xoi eic Edpav.
épeicate < épeidw, "prop/set firmly.'

avt0¥: "here."

xpavBévroc < xpaive, "fulfill."

SECOND STASIMON (608-628). The meter is dactylic, sometimes

610

611

in hexameter.

(8)pPeBavar = EpBePnxévar, pf. inf.,, < épBaive
"go/enter into."

napo...di1dket: "one lot pursues/follows upon another,”
i.e., 'fortune is ever changing."
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&e’ bynAdv: "from high places,” i.e., "from high estate.”
Bpaybv: metaphorical, "humble."

dixice: "establishes/makes,” gnomic aor, (S 1931), <
oikilo.

taAfroavt: "wanderer," metrically corrupt.

copior: dat. of means.

& mpéBuvpoc: "the one striving."

& peléa = f peréo, Macaria.

brodéEetar: "will await," < Lrodéyopoun, "receive.”

THIRD EPISODE (630-747): An attendant reports the return of

631

632

633

634
636
639
640

641

644
645

Heracles’ son Hyllus. lIolaus calls Alcmene forth from the
temple, has armor brought to him from the temple, and departs
to the field of battle.

anoctatel: sing. with compound subject, + gen. of
separation.

oia. 31 y(e): "such really as (my presence) in fact (is),"
i.e., "such as I am."

ti gpfpa: "(for) what business," i.e., "why, pray?" Iolaus
lies prostrate.

xatneéc: "downcast.”

oikeloc: "familial, personal."

éppdpeba: pf. with pres. sense, < pdvvout, "be strong."
nevéctne: "serf, vassal."

vduv: "us," dat. dual.

xoi wpde y(e): "and in addition/and what's more."
t& vdv: See on 396.

@divovca < ddive, "be in labor, be anxious about,” + gen.

étfixov: 2nd sing. mid. < ke "melt."
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dvtiic < &utn "shout, outcry."
EnANcON < nipadnp, "fill with" + gen.

pév = un odv, "surely not," expecting a neg. answer.
tbécovde 8(€): 'but this much.”

ovk #ct(1): "it is not possible.”

A t8&p(a) = A Tou &pat, "or in truth then."
npocBifnt < npocOryydve, "touch," + gen.

ayovifit:  Att. fut, 2nd sing., < dyovilopar, "contend,”
here, + dat. of person.

naida mwa1dbc: "grandson."

ti...x0d: "why (are you and)...where?"
npocBaidv méda: "having set foot," + dat. of place.

elpye < elpyo (Epyw), "prevent/hinder from," + part.

ovké0’ = odxém, Alc. indicates no interest in purely
military matters.

pétectiv: Iol. avers that the preparations are pertinent.
gpyov: "(it's) our duty/business."

nmpdpor: "leaders/ generals."

Aodv: "left."
gctnkev: "(Eurystheus) is positioned on," + acc.

nmapfixar: pf. < napdyw, "lead away from."

nécov Ti..0nwbev: "how far away?"
Sddpv: "spear," i.e., "army."

ctiyoc < cti€, "rank/line."

tovpov pépoc: adverbial, "on my part/by me."
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copBaleiv: "to engage (in combat) with, to commit (in
battle) to."

3

Tadtd = 10 ad1d.
govypev: "as we should" (see on 427).
fixicta mpde cod...fv: "it was least (fitting) of you."

BN petdeyeiv: sc. fxicta npdc Epod Ectuv.

683-90 This (unnecessary) rearrangement of the lines gives greater

689

690

685

691

692
693

695

698
699
700

logical force to 684.

éhdccoctv: "fewer (than before)"; dat. < é\dccov, "less."
&p1Bpov: acc. of respect (S 1600a).

cixmpo: "weight," i.e., "support.”

év dyev i.e.,"by means of sight/appearance.”

uh...xepoc: gen absol. with conditional force, "unless the
hand acts."

Oévorput < Oelvw, "strike." L has ctévoiwc in 686, which
gives to 81(&) dcmidoc the sense "by means of the shield,"
rather than "through the shield" (cf. 738).

noapeckevcapévov: pf. mid. part., < napoackevalopat,
"prepare oneself/be ready,” modifying p(e).

oloc 1€ + eivar = "be able.”

@c pf\ pevodvrti: "as to one (i.e., me) not going to
remain," the emendation of Diggle, who objects to the acc.
absol. produced by pevodvro of L.

napo: See on 530.

aixpdreBd’ OxAa: “captured armor,” traditionally
dedicated in temples.

EAOV < aipéo.
onAitnv: here adjectival, "an armed soldier's."

olxoOpnua: "a staying at home/watching the house."
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deiwlio: dat. of manner.

702-8 Anapestic dimeter: See on 288-96.

702
703
704

705

706

707
708
709

711

713

714
715
716
718
719

720

ctépvuct: "lay low/suppress.”
nB& < hfdw, "be young."
aAAoc: "differently,” i.e., "vainly."

cpikpd: adv. acc.
oviicet < dvivnput, "help/benefit."

yvocipoygelv: "fight (one's) opinion/change one's mind."
cfv nAwciav: "your age," i.e., "a person of your age."

¢av: inf. < édo, "dismiss/reject.”

xTfcnL < xtdopot, "acquire.”

i ypfipa: See on 633.

péAlerc: here + aor. inf. Aunelv (normally with fut. or

pres. inf., S 1959c).

coi: with péAewv, "there is a care to x (dat.) for y (gen.), x
cares about y."

ra1ddc: with moct, cf. 659, 710.

peAfcer: 2nd sing. mid. fut., "you will be a care" or 3rd
sing. act. fut., impersonal, "there will be a care (for you)."
ypicovIol toxnt: i.e., "meet their fate/doom."

oide: the Athenians.

&AM’ = &Ado.

axodceror xaxdc: "hear badly," i.e., "be spoken ill of."

el...0ctoc: indir. question after oiSev.

nmavtevyiov: "full array." The attendant has returned with
the armor.
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¢0dvoic &’ d&v odx &v: lit, "you would not be
premature in..." i.e., "won't you hurry and..." + part., with
repetition of &v for emphasis (S 1765b).

aydv = O dydv.

nox&ov < muxdlopat, "cover oneself."

npdyerp(a): "close to hand," with tedym.

6&dnv: "(beech) spear.”

Spvifoc ovvex(a): "for the bird's/omen's sake."; to
stumble at the outset of battle would be a bad omen.

nopevtéov: verbal adj., sc. écti (S 2152).

e10(e) + past tense, expresses an impossible wish. (Contrast
possible wish in 740.)

nelcopatl < mhcyo.
S1(&) &cemidoc: See on 685.
tponAv: "turning, rout."

gctuv...Exov: "There is in good fortune also this wrong, the
appearance of valor."

THIRD STASIMON (748-783): The meter is mostly glyconic (x x -

750

751.

vv-v-)[748 - 749 =759 - 760, 752 - 753 =763 - 764, 755 -
756 = 766 - 767, 770 - 772 = 777 - 779]; syncopated ionic

dimeter (v v - v v - - ) [750 = 761]; hemiepes pendant (- v v -
vv--)[751=1762,774 = 781]; reizianum (X - v v - - ) [754
= 765]; pherecratean (X X - v v - - ) [757 = 768]; phalaecean
hendecasyllable (- x - v v - v - v --) [758 = 769]; iambic
metron (v - v -) with ithyphallic (- v - v - - ) [772 = 780];
anapaestic dimeter (v v -vv-vov v ) [775 = 782];
syncopated iambic trimeter (v - v - - v -v-x)[776 =783].

O0eod oqoaecipPpdtov: "the light-to-immortals god,"
Helios; invoked here with ceAdvol, "Moon."

évéyxar: inf. for imperative (S2013a).
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Opévov dpyérav: "the ruling throne."

yAavkdc..."ABdvac = yAavxfic...’ABqvnc, sc. oix@
"temple."

péAAo: with xivdvvov tepelv, "cut the risk," i.e. "decide
the issue.”

Omep: with yoc (= yfic) and dépwv.
Sopdc...aAxd: "prowess/strength of spear."
xevBewv: "conceal/harbor."

ficcove: nom. pl.

wétvia: Athena.
cbv: sc. éor.

aAAot: "to another (land)."
Sdopuccodv: "brandishing the spear."
apetal: causal dat. (S 1517).
éxmecelv: See on 222.

Aé&Ber: 3rd sing. < AMdBo = AM0o = AavBivoe, sc.
KpovEW TLudv cot, or, perhaps, simply ce.

o0wéc...apépa (= huépa): "The waning (final) day."

Gotdal...poAnai: compound subject of AdBovou,
understood from 778.

avepdevri...0x0¢: the Acropolis.

FOURTH EPISODE (784 - 891): The messenger reprts that the

784

Athenians have been victorious through the miraculous
rejuvenation of lolaus, who has taken Eurystheus captive.

tcovtopmrdrovc...pépot: "brief (for you) to hear and
for me here most beautiful." Daggered because editors want
the words to be beautiful to Alcmene and brief for the


http:Aav8&.vro
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messenger not vice-versa, and because of époi te T8¢,
which seems unnecessarily emphatic.

tporwai(a): "trophies." Trophies of enemy armor were
traditionally set up to mark the site of a victory.

td1Aacevt < Siehadvo, "drive through.” Diggle daggers
the verb because in no other occurrence does it have the sense
suggested here of "bring to safety."

NAevBépocat: 2nd sing. pf. mid. < éhevBepdw, "set free."

pidc...coppopac: gen. of separation, "from one anxiety."

@dBoc: sc. écti pot.
pou: dat. of interest.

péyictov: adv.
evxAeelc: in apposition to the subject of {dciv.

fobx...68et: "Is this not Iolaus here?" But Iolaus does not
enter; Elmsley emends to &p’...£t1, " Does Iolaus still live?"

pebéctnk(e): intrans., < peBictnut "change into."

evtoyfi: with dydva.
¢’ = cot unusually.

onAitnv ctpatdv: governed by both éxteivovtec and
avterdEapev.

katd ctéu(a) éxteivovtec: "stretching out/extending
face to face."

éxPdc xéda: "having gone out in respect of foot," "having
stepped out.”

pécorciv...8opdc: "in the middle between-the-space of the
spear/between two armies.”

Lacuna marked because of lack of parallelism between épydent
and eldcapev in tense and person.

épydenu: 2nd sing. mid., < épyalopot.
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cvvayac < covénte, "join."
&yov: mid. imperative.

aopec < pinut.

’ 2

énnvec(e): "approved, (saying that)..."

0 8(e): Eurystheus.
aidecOeic < aidéopon "feel shamed before/ at," + acc. (tovc
kAdovroc and Setdiov).

agiecav: "released/let loose."

Boeiwv: L has Bpoteiov "human," a suspiciously brief
reference to the sacrifice of Macaria (see Volume Preface).
otpiov @bvov: "the blood that brings a fair wind."

nAevpoic...xAedp’: "they brought close flanks to flanks";
Diggle's emendation of L's €éxpvntov which gives the sense
"(under their shields) they concealed (their flanks with the
flanks)," i.e, by marching close together.

ola xpfi: sc. mpdrtewv.

tfjt...xBovi: "the (earth) that raised you and bore (you)."
gcnpunv(e) < cnpoaivo.

8pBiov: adv., "clearly."

Tvpenvikfiv: because the caAny ("trumpet") was
considered a Tyrrhenian invention.

tiwv(w): adds an indefinite quality to mécov, "how great a
sort..." (thetorical question).

nitvAoc: usually the sound of an oar ("plash"), here perhaps
"stroke."

eppnEad’ = épphEaro < pryvop, "break."
gxdpncav: sc. ol "Apyeiot.

tnardlaxfeic < énaAldccw, "interchange"; here
"interwoven."
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t10® «xeAledcpatoct: The curious gen. remains
unexplained, perhaps source: "from the commanding,” i.e.,
"commanders."

aphet(e) < dpfyo, "ward off," an acc. from a dat.

étpeyépectd(a): mid., < tpéne, "we turned (from
ourselves)," + acc.

éuPficar: See on 168.

EdpucBémc: gen.

énelye < énelye, "keep aiming at/holding towards," + dat.
HoAAnvidoc: " of (Mt.) Pellene."

'ABd&vac: Doric form (gen.).

Npcad’ < dpdopor, "pray."
npépav pilav: acc. of extent of time.

véoc: nom. because subject of the infinitive is the same as
that of the leading verb.

anoteicacBar: aor. inf., < &notivopor + 2 acc. = "exact
x from y/ pay back x to y."

Swccd detép(e): dual nom.

Avyaie < Avyaioc, -, -ov, "murky, gloomy."
cov...taida: i.e., Heracles (addressing Alcmena).

Spovnc dvcaibpiov: "murky dark.”

véov PBpaxiévev...tvnév: "youthful image of new
arms."

'IoAéwc: nom.

nétpaic Cxipwvictv: The Scironian Rocks, near Megara
along the coast of the Saronic gulf, were formed from the
bones of Sciron, the robber Theseus threw into the sea.

axpoBiviov: "booty."
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tov...8okodvta: obj. of inf. {nAodv.
énecxéyo: 2nd sing. mid. aor., < énickénto.
Soxodc(a): "believing."

vdv &% vdv: emphatic, "now at last."
6Aovpévov: fut. part.

Syece: fut. < opdo.
xAfpovc...x8ovéc: "allotments of land."

armelpypévor: pf. part., < aneipye "keep from."

mAavitnv: "wanderer," here adjectival (see above 318 on
aANTaC).

Epeical’ = épeicato < petdopon, "spare.”
ob cogdv: sc. écti.

pM...8iknv: See on 852.

10 cbv: sc., e.g., pépoc.

pépvnco: 2nd sing. perfect imperative mid. < pipvioxo..

FOURTH STASIMON (892 - 927): though beginning with an

892

iambic trimeter, basically acolochoriambic: glyconic (x x - v v
-+ -)[895, 911, 912, 913, 920, 921, 922], pherecratean (x x -
v v - =) [900, 908], hipponactean [= hypermetric glyconic] (x x
——————— ) [916, 925], choriambic enoplian (X - v v - v - =)
[896, 905, 914, 923], telesillean [= acephalous glyconic] (x - v
v - v =) [915, 924], cretic (- « -) with glyconic [899, 907, 8edg
in 907 as monosyllable?], aristophanean (- v v -+ --) [893
with Diggle's emendation, 897, 902, 906], choriambic
enneasyllable blunt (x - v - v v - - ) [894 = 903], and
choriambic dimeter A (-v v -v-©v - ). Diggle's colometry
runs 898 together with 899 (= 907-8).

Aotod: the aulos of lotus wood.
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tévi 8ait: "in the torch," lacking sense and metrical
corresponsion with 902,

tehecciddterp(a): "giving fulfillment."
Aldv: "Time/Age."
agécBar: See on 810.

pavidv: Doric gen. pl. form of L's pavidv; < pavia
"madness,” with &yyvc.

Sdeixvopévov...tdvde: gen. absol.
mopopdv: "taking away/detracting from."

@povipatoc: with &dixwv, "unjust of mind/thought."
aiel: with mopaipdv, perhaps also with mopayyéAAet.

BeBaxdc < Baiva.

pedyw: L's gedyer makes sense: Heracles, in heaven,
rejects the story of his going to Hades after his body was
burned.

“Awda: Dor. gen. < @dnc.

xpoilet "touches," i.e., "lies in."

‘Yuévare: Hymenaeus, the god of marriage.
Siccode maidac: Hebe (Youth) and Heracles.

coppépetar: "agree with."
xeivoc = éxeivne i.e., Athena.
gcyev: here "checked."

npd dixac: "before justice," i.e., "rather than just."

FIFTH EPISODE (928 - 1052): Vilified by Alcmene, Eurystheus

presents his defense and promises that, if buried near Mt.

Pallene, he will give apotropaic protection to Athens. The
citizens, hesitant to slay a captive, hand him over to Alcmene
after she volunteers to kill him.
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eipficetot: fut. pf. pass. < Aéyopou.
toxnv: "(mis)fortune," as often.

ndyer < avyém "boast/declare," here "expect,” + fut. inf.
1€ecBar < ixvéopar.

accnid: i.e., "armed men."
népcov; fut. part. (of purpose), < népfow, "sack."
£x...e0TVYO0DC: sc. dvdpdc.
tAf01: imperative < tAdw.

tdv 8vO'...vdv: "him being where he now is," i.e., with
the Olympian gods.

Aéyov: "ordering, telling (him)."

dAAo: with xoxd, obj. of cy® and antecedent of oi(c).
épnyavd: 2nd sing. impf. mid. < pnyavdopon, "contrive/
devise."

Transposed because the earlier and lesser labors (Nemean Lion
and Lernean Hydra) in 950 should not be referred to after the
journey to the underworld in 949.

gdetcav < deido.

961ff InL the servant's lines are given to the chorus, and Alcmene's

967

968

969

970

to the servant. See Diggle, Burnett.

86Eav(ta): "things having seemed (best)," i.e., "views/
opinions/resolutions."

EEnvécyeto < EEavéyopan, "bear up against/endure.'

olpau "I suppose,” ironic.

t6vde: Eurystheus.
topév @doc Emt: Faulty meter (v -v v v ).

npdrov: "in the first place (when he was captured).”
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éneinep: "since indeed/seeing that."

v Opaceiov: "the bold one"; sc. pe elvaur.
0éAni: sc. Aéyew.

Oonedcavta: "flattering, weedling."

ooAelv: fut. < dphickéva, "incur (the charge of)."

npaunv < aipopor, "undertake/begin.”

1181 < oida., "I knew," + supplementary part.

adtavéyioc: Alcmena and Eurystheus are first cousins
through their maternal grandfather Pelops (cf. 211). The usual
tradition has Alcmena only a second cousin through her
maternal great-grandfather Perseus.

Expnlov < xpfilo, "need/desire."

xdyvov = xal #vaev, + supplementary part.

cogictnic: "deviser."

vokti covBaxdv: "sitting with the night," i.e., "remain-
ing sleepless."”

O6mwc: introducing indirect question.
Sidcac; aor. part. < SrwBéw, "push away."

ap1Budv: "a (mere) cipher.”
ty(e) écOA&t: metrically faulty.

arnaAlay0évroc < dnaAldccopon, here "depart from
life.'

npdc tdvde: "by these," Heracles' children.
Evveidota: "being aware of," pf. part. < chvorda.

AAcvvec...kakolciv: "would (not) have harassed with
harmful deeds."

elacoc: aor. ind. < édw, sc. &v.
YApyoc: acc.



39

1012
1013

1014

1015

1021
1023
1024
1026

1027

1028
1032
1035

1037

1038
1041
1044
1046
1050

Euripides’ Heraclidae

aefike < &oinut, "release,” cf. 964.
tfic...ExOpac: gen. of comparison.

npoceinac: "you addressed (me)."
Gvrfixovcoc: "you have heard a rebuttal in kind."

twOv mpoctpdnarov...kadelv: "to call (me) the polluted
suppliant and the noble"; defended by Pearson on the grounds
that E expects to be considered yevvaioc by the city he has
absolved from guilt in his death.

Adcr(a): "best"; superl., < Aoiwv.

peteABodciv: part. < petépyopat, "go after/seek."
7d...cdp(e): acc. of respect.

RTOALY = oAV,

xatn1décOn < xatardéopar, "scruple/feel shame at," +
inf,

Ao&iov: Delphic Apollo.
coti: the chorus.

6tav...8edpo: probably referring to the incursions of the
Spartans during the Peloponesian War. See on 32.

nwpodcnTe < mpoictnut, "stand before/protect,” + gen.
nenvcpévoc < muvBdvopat.

nLéunv < &lopon, "stand in awe of/respect/ honor."
cotalat < ctdlo, "drop/drip.”

oéviicw: See on 705.

Vpdv: L's hudv can be defended.

xvciv < xdov, "dog." Housman eliminated the

inconsistency with 1023 and 1030 by emending to kéve, "to
the dust."



40 Z. Philip Ambrose

EXODOS (1053 - 1055): Dactylic (- ~ - ) and anapestic (v v -).

1055 xoaBapdc...pacthedeiv: "will be without stain for (our)
kings."
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