LLesson 19

Q-Verbs:

Second Aorist Active and Middle

Indicative, Second Aorist Active and Middle
Infinitives, Second Aorist

Active and Middle Imperative;

Reflexive Pronouns

B sowtdv (Know thyself)
—one of Thales’ sayings, quoted by Diogenes Laertius 1.40
and said to have been inscribed on Apollo’s temple at Delphi

114. Second (Asigmatic) Aorists. Second aorists (also known as asigmatic or strong
aorists) lack the distinctive oa of first aorists. Of the verbs you have learned so far,
only the following five (and their compounds) have second aorists:

BaAro BoAd £Barov (compound: TpocéBaiov)
£VPloK® £LpNo® gbpov/mbpov

£yo g€w/oynow £oy0v

Aelnw Aelym gAmov (compound: déAinov)
PeLY®D eevEopon £puyov

Notice that either spelling, ebpov or nOpov, can be used for the aorist of edpicka.
€oyov, the aorist of €y, means “I got hold of”; cf. the imperfect eiyov (“I had, I
possessed”).

Two verbs from previous lessons have both a second aorist and a first aorist:

Aéyw EpD/AEED etnov/EleEol
) oilocw fiveyka/fiveykov
There is no difference in meaning between first and second aorist in either verb.

Attic Greek much prefers einov to #AeEo (which is why we put efmov first). fveyxo
is missing its o, but in all other respects is conjugated like a regular first aorist.
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